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Poverty is the state of one who 
lacks a certain relative amount of material 
possessions or money.  Poverty is relative 
to, and is the antonym of, wealth.  
Povertyis a result of the laws of ownership. 
In the ideology of ownership, there can 
only be poverty so long as there is wealth, 
as they are relative (Wikipedia, 2012). The 
paradox is that the poverty level in Nigeria  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

contradicts the country’s immense wealth.  
Among other things, the country is 
enormously endowed with human, 
agricultural, petroleum, gas and large 
untapped solid mineral resources.  But 
despite all these mineral resources, Nigeria 
today is among the 25th poorest countries, 
whereas she was among the riches 50 in 
the early 1970s. 
  

Abstract 
Poverty is a serious menace throughout the world, some 
countries are more severely hit by it than others.  For 
instance, poverty is more devastating in Chile than in 
Mexico; it is more damaging in Sri-Lanka than in India and 
it is more widespread in Niger than in Nigeria.  The nature 
and extent of poverty in Nigeria, for example, is paradoxical 
and unimaginable (though explainable).  So many ad hoc 
policies and programmes have been put in place for the 
purpose of economic empowerment.  All these programmes 
have not been able to alleviate poverty in Nigeria, perhaps 
due to the lopsided approach to the management of the 
programmes.  This paper therefore aims at promoting the art 
of ceramics which has an immense capacity for employment 
generation; that could lead to self reliance. 
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Radda, (2007) stated that since 
independence, successive governments 
have been making effort aimed at tackling 
poverty to no avail.  The purpose of 
implementing these programmes is clearly 
poverty eradication through engaging in 
descent and sustainable employment.  
Against the foregoing background 
therefore, the question may be what role 
can ceramics play?  Can it help to achieve 
those targets?  Without equivocation it can 
be said that ceramics can play a remarkable 
role in the effort at achieving poverty 
eradication and sustain self reliance and 
national development. 

 
Poverty in Nigeria 
 Poverty in Nigeria is rising with 
almost 100 million people living on less 
than $1 a day, despite strong growth in 
Africa’s second largest economy.  The 
percentage of Nigerians living in absolute 
poverty-those who can afford only the bare 
essentials of food, shelter and clothing rose 
to 60.9 percent in 2010, compared with 
54.7 percent in 2004, the national bureau 
of statistic said (Brock, 2012). 
  

Although Nigeria’s economy is 
projected to continue growing, poverty is 
likely to get worse as the gap between rich 
and poor in Africa’s largest oil producing 
nation continue to widen.  It remains a 
paradox…that despite the fact that the 
Nigerian economy is growing, the 
proportion of Nigerians living in poverty is 
increasing every year.  Radda, (2007) 
observed that previous administration 
introduced a number of programmes and 
measures aimed at controlling poverty to 

no avail.  This is because the Human 
Development Index released by the United 
Nations for 2006 indicates that 90.8% of 
Nigerians cannot spend $1.00 a day and 
are therefore below the poverty line.  
Among the early activities of the 
government were the launching of the 
poverty alleviation programme (PAP) and 
the constitution of the Ahmed Joda Panel 
in 1999 and the Ango Abdullahi 
Committee in 2000.  A cursory look at the 
table below will give you the frightening 
dimension of poverty in Nigeria. 

 

 
 

In the Editorial of This Day 
Newspaper of February, 24th 2010, the 
editor commented that, the wealth of a 
nation may be measured by the health 
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and well-being of its people. Every 
government claims to be in place for 
the purpose of making life more 
pleasant for its people, through poverty 
alleviation or eradication programmes.  
The editorial went further to say that, 
rating agencies have continued to show 
that the indices of poverty in Nigeria 
are even worsening, with over seventy 
percent of the population said to be 
living below poverty lines – living on 
less than a dollar a day.  With many 
still having great difficulty affording 
three square meals a day or unable to 
attend to health, challenges or even a 
decent accommodation. 
 
Government Effort in Poverty 
Alleviation Programmes 
 So many adhoc policies and 
programmes have been put in place for 
the purposes of economic 
empowerment.  These include 
Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP), National Economic 
Empowerment  and Development 
Strategy (NEEDS), Technological 
Advancement Poverty Alleviation 
Programme, Income Generation, 
Women Empowerment and Micro-
Credit Schemes to mention a few.  
Udoh and Ekong, (2007) opined that, 
all these efforts initiated by 
government have not been able to 
alleviate poverty in Nigeria, perhaps 
due to the lopsided approach to the 

management of the programmes and 
policies.  Later in 2001, National 
Economic Empowerment Development 
Strategy (NEEDS) was introduced.  
Radda, (2007) observed that National 
Economic Empowerment  and 
Development Strategy (NEEDS) 
acknowledges that poverty has many 
dimensions, hence, it must be tackled 
from directions that includes improving 
incomes and eradicating the social and 
political factors that contribute to 
poverty and general social exclusion.  
National Economic Empowerment and 
Development Strategy (NEEDS) hopes 
to empower the poor by tackling social 
exclusion thereby generating jobs to 
improve incomes, housing, health care, 
education, political powers and 
physical security. 
 
Economic Empowerment through 
Ceramics Production 
 A lot of key sectors of the 
economy have not been functioning as 
expected, but one area that holds great 
promises in the area of poverty alleviation 
is ceramics production.  Setting up a 
ceramics industry requires minimal take 
off fund, since the principal raw material in 
production is clay.  Opoku, (2007) reported 
that kaolin is the main raw material in 
ceramic production and Nigeria has been 
blessed with abundant deposit of kaolin.  It 
is available in various parts of Nigeria with 
the largest deposit estimated at 
769,000,000 tons located at Enugu.  This is 
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followed by the Kankara deposit in Katsina 
State, which is estimated at 3,400,000 tons.   
 

The good quality of these deposits 
offers the mineral to prospective investors 
in such industries as paints, advanced 
ceramics, chemical and pharmaceuticals 
industries, paper, rubber, plastics and 
crayons. 

 
Conclusion 
 The development of ceramics local 
raw materials has facilitated the 
industrialization of many nations today.  
Recent technological development have 
enhanced the speed of development of our 
socio-economic lives and placed the 
potentials of the mineral industry on a very 
important level.  Small scale ceramics 
production promotes and facilitates the 
development of local raw materials which 
would in turn make a profound impact on 
the socio-economic life of the people.  The 
position of this paper is that, when local 
raw materials are explored and exploited it 
spurs industrial development and self-
reliance. 

 
The Way Forward  

Nigeria badly and urgently needs 
industrialization in order to survive as a 
major player in the millennium.  Any long 
and short term development strategy that 
does not cater for the establishment of 
Ceramics manufacturing plant in the fast-
paced process of globalization is going to 
lose its relevant to economic and 
sustainable development.  In order for 
ceramics to play the role of self 
employment and consequently poverty 

eradication, entrepreneurship development 
should be institutionalized through the 
improvement and expansion of the scope 
of training in our institutions of learning 
(Okunne, 2006).  Okonjo, (1994) noted 
that, “schooling is mankind’s most formal 
mechanism for enhancing the human 
potentials. 
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